The Butte Hill contained a world-class ore body within its 7-square-mile area, with workings extending more than one mile below ground surface.  
From 1880 through 2000, the following quantities of ore were produced here:

Copper *

22,799,000,000 pounds


Zinc


4,909,202,540 pounds


Manganese
3,702,787,341 pounds


Lead 


854,797,405 pounds 


Molybdenum 
326,671,890 pounds


Silver 

725,486,448 ounces


Gold 

2,922,446 ounces 

*Accumulated production includes precipitated copper. 

Using March 2004 metals prices, the total value of production from the Butte district was approximately $48 billion (at least half of the total production was copper).  

To better understand the quantity of copper produced from the Butte mines, imagine this:

The approximately 22 billion pounds produced could pave a four-lane highway, 4 inches thick, from Butte to a point 30 miles south of Salt Lake City, Utah, a distance of 450 miles. 

